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Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>

M&C: Judicial Council of Guam May 21, 2026 Regular Meeting Packet Submission
2 messages

Shelterihna Alokoa <salokoa@guamcourts.gov> Thu, Jun 4, 2026 at 5:18 PM
To: "speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov" <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: Jessica Perez-Jackson <jperezjackson@guamcourts.gov>, "Suzane P. Santiago-Hinkle" <sshinkle@guamcourts.gov>,
"Nathan M. Tennyson" <ntennyson@guamcourts.gov>

Håfa adai Messages and Communication Staff for the Honorable Speaker
Frank Blas, Jr.:

Pursuant to 5 GCA § 8113.1 and as the Judicial Council Executive
Secretary, I am sending a link of all the meeting materials from the
recent May 21, 2026 Meeting.

Judicial Council of Guam Meeting Packet - May 21, 2026​

I respectfully request a reply to confirm receipt of the attached packet.
Please let me know if you have any issues accessing any of the documents
or have any questions, comments, or concerns.

Si Yu'us ma'åse' yan puedi ha' todu maolek.

(Thank you and have a great day.)

Respectfully,

Shelterihna Alokoa
Executive Secretary, Judicial Council of Guam 
Guam Judicial Center
120 West O'Brien Drive 
Hagåtña, Guam 96910-5174 

T: 671.475.3589   F: 671.475.3337
E-mail: salokoa@guamcourts.gov

The Judiciary of Guam is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider.

Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov> Fri, Jun 5, 2026 at 8:14 AM
To: Shelterihna Alokoa <salokoa@guamcourts.gov>
Cc: Jessica Perez-Jackson <jperezjackson@guamcourts.gov>, "Suzane P. Santiago-Hinkle" <sshinkle@guamcourts.gov>,
"Nathan M. Tennyson" <ntennyson@guamcourts.gov>

Håfa Adai,

Confirming receipt of your email.
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Si Yu'os Ma'åse'

Bernice Rivera
Administrative Assistant

Office of Speaker Frank F. Blas, Jr.
I Mina’trentai Ocho na Liheslaturan Guåhan 38th Guam Legislature

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatña

(671)969-6456
speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov

 

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GUAM 
REGULAR MEETING  

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026 | 12:00 PM 
GUAM JUDICIAL CENTER 

AND VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

AGENDA 

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. PROOF OF DUE NOTICE OF MEETING:      May 14, 2026 
    May 19, 2026 

III. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

IV. READING AND DISPOSAL OF MINUTES:      April 22,2026 Regular Meeting 
    April 22,2026 Executive Session 

V. OLD BUSINESS
A. Judiciary FY 2026 Remittances Pursuant to Applicable Law

VI. NEW BUSINESS

A. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Granting the 2026 Hostisia Award to Harvest House
B. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Recognizing the Importance of Jury Service and Declaring Juror

Appreciation Week
C. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Appointing a Small Claims Referee
D. Resolution, JC26- Approving the Petition for Above-step Recruitment for Judicial Educator
E. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Updating Signature Cards for Judiciary Accounts
F. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Memorializing the Passing of the Honorable Janet Healy Weeks,

Justice (Ret.), Supreme Court of Guam
G. Notice of the Next Meeting (Thursday, June 18, 2026)

VII. COMMUNICATIONS

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT
A. Guam Bar Association – President’s Report
B. Court Employees Association

IX. ADJOURNMENT

38GL-26-2426

June 5, 2026
10:30 a.m.
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GUAM 

REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 

Justice Monessa G. Lujan Appellate Courtroom 

Guam Judicial Center 
 

MINUTES  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Judicial Council was called to order by the 

Chair, Chief Justice Katherine A. Maraman, at the hour of 12:03 p.m.  
 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Chief Justice Katherine A. Maraman  

Justice F. Philip Carbullido  

Justice Robert J. Torres  

Presiding Judge Alberto C. Lamorena III  

Judge Maria T. Cenzon  
 

Present in the Justice Monessa G. Lujan Appellate Courtroom:  

Ms. Danielle T. Rosete, Administrator of the Courts  

Ms. Sophia Santos Diaz, Deputy Administrator  

Ms. Hannah Gutierrez Arroyo, Clerk of Court, Supreme Court 

Ms. Janice Camacho-Perez, Clerk of Court, Superior Court 

Ms. Dianne O. Gudmalin, Finance Administrator 

Ms. Geraldine Cepeda, Compiler of Laws/GLL Executive Director 

Mr. Leo S. Diaz, Marshal of the Court 

Ms. Trisha T. Suzuki, Deputy Chief Probation Officer 

Ms. Grace Lapid Rosadino, Court Programs Administrator 

Ms. Maria Erica Eschbach, Staff Attorney, Supreme Court 

Ms. Suzane Santiago-Hinkle, Staff Attorney 

Mr. Nathan Tennyson, Staff Attorney 

Mr. Carl V. Dominguez, Procurement & Facilities Maintenance Administrator  

Ms. Lisa V. Baza, Judicial Educator 

Mr. Robert Rabago, Management Information Systems Administrator 

Mr. Baldwin Quibuyen, MIS Planning & System Design Supervisor 

Mr. Andrew Perez, Public Guardian 

Ms. Joleen F. Respicio,  MIS Program Coordinator IV 

Ms. Shelterihna Alokoa, Judicial Assistant & Supreme Court Technical Bailiff 

Ms. Jessica Perez-Jackson, Judicial Council Executive Secretary 

 

Present via Zoom: 

                                                    Mr. Jesse Franquez, IFIK President 

Mr. Mardave Toledo 

Mr. Dean Manglona 
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April 22, 2026 
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II. PROOF OF DUE NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

Chief Justice Maraman began by reading a Certification of Emergency. Her honor noted that 

the meeting notice was scheduled to run on April 15 and 20. She reported that due to Super 

Typhoon Sinlaku, the Pacific Daily News (PDN) was unable to publish their April 15, 2026 e-

edition with the Council’s notice. She added the PDN was able to run the notice on April 16.  

Her Honor noted that as Chair, she certified that this was permissible under the emergency 

clause of the Open Government law due to the natural disaster and the island being in Condition 

of Readiness 1. She concluded that the second notice was able to be published on April 20 as 

scheduled.  

Due publication of the Notices of Meeting of the Judicial Council, as required under the Open 

Government Law, was published in the Pacific Daily News. Acknowledgments are on file.  

 

III. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 

Chief Justice Katherine A. Maraman began the roll call. Justice F. Philip Carbullido, Justice 

Robert J. Torres, Presiding Judge Alberto C. Lamorena III, and Judge Maria T. Cenzon 

identified themselves. A quorum was established, with five (5) of the members present.  

 

IV. READING AND DISPOSAL OF MINUTES: March 19, 2026 Regular Meeting minutes. 

 

The minutes of the March 19, 2026 Judicial Council meeting were presented for approval. Chief 

Justice Maraman asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Justice Torres moved to approve 

the March 19, 2026 minutes which was seconded by Justice Torres. Justice Torres moved to 

approve the March 19, 2026 minutes which was seconded by Judge Cenzon. With no objections, 

the minutes were approved subject to correction. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Judiciary FY 2026 Remittances Pursuant to Applicable Law 

 

Ms. Dianne Gudmalin reported to the Council on the FY2026 Allotment Report, stating that she has 

received approximately 54% of the total appropriated amount for general operations to date, totaling 

$23,563,000. She noted that there had been a delay due to the typhoon with the second bi-weekly 

allotment for April but DOA was able to process the Judiciary’s allotment as soon as government 

services were able to open back up. Ms. Gudmalin noted that, as a result, bi-weekly allotments are 

now current and up to date. She further stated that the most recent allotment was deposited on April 

20, and she expects the next allotment to be received on April 28.  
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Resolution JC 26 -005 Relative to Declaration of Law Day and Law Month  

 

Justice Torres reported that all the Council members had already signed the resolution for the April 1 

Proclamtion with the Governor and Speaker, adding that the next resolution was for the purpose of 

ratifying.  

 

B. Resolution JC 26 - Relative to Ratifying JC Resolution 26-006 Relative to the Declaration of 

Law Day and Law Month 

 

Justice Torres moved to approve the resolution which was seconded by Judge Cenzon. With no 

objections, the resolution was approved subject to correction.  

 

C. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Approving the Judiciary of Guam Budget for FY2027 

 

Administrator Rosete and CFO Diane presented the Judiciary of Guam Budget for FY2027. They 

answered several questions from Council member regarding the treatment courts and the judicial 

building fund. Justice Torres proposed to amend the budget to include an increase for power due 

the island’s increase by 20% due to the impact of the Iran War. Chief Justice Maraman called for 

a vote. Justice Torres moved to approve the proposed amendment which was seconded by Judge 

Cenzon. With no objections, the resolution was approved subject to correction.  

After much discussion, Chief Justice Maraman asked if there was a motion to approve the proposed 

budget. Justice Torres moved to approve the proposed amendment which was seconded by 

Judge Cenzon. With no objections, the resolution was approved subject to correction. 

 

D. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Jurisdictional Limits for Small Claims Court  

 

Administrator Rosete shared that this was the regular annual resolution to set the limits for small 

claims court. Chief Justice Maraman asked if there was a motion to approve the proposed budget. 

Presiding Judge Lamorena moved to approve the proposed amendment which was seconded by 

Judge Cenzon. With no objections, the resolution was approved subject to correction. 

  

E. Resolution, JC 26- Relative to Proclaiming the Month of May 2026 as Treatment Court 

Month 

 

Presiding Judge Lamorena presented this resolution, thanking all the treatment court staff for all 

they do, and congratulating all the hard work of the graduates in all the programs. He asked that 

May be also proclaimed as Treatment Court Month. Chief Justice Maraman asked if there was a 

motion to approve the proposed budget. Presiding Judge Lamorena moved to approve the 

proposed amendment which was seconded by Judge Cenzon. With no objections, the resolution 

was approved subject to correction. 
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F. Memo re Reporting of Departures from the Mandatory Minimum Sentences (Safety Valve 

Act) 

 

Chief Justice presented the Memo she had sent out to all the Superior Court judges asking them 

to report the number of mandatory minimum sentences as set in the Safety Valve Act. She asked 

that they all submit the number of cases in which mandatory minimum sentences were departed 

during the period from April 30, 2025, through April 29, 2026. She noted they all send to Judicial 

Council Executive Secretary, Ms. Shelterihna Alokoa, no later than May 4, 2026. 

 

G. Notice of the Next Meeting (Thursday, May 21, 2026) 
 

Chief Justice Maraman announced the next meeting would be on the usual third Thursday of the month 

so May 21, 2026.  

 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. State of the Judiciary Address (May 1, 2026) 

 

Chief Justice Maraman invited the Judicial Officers and Judiciary’s staff to attend her State 

of the Judiciary Address on May 01, 2026. Administrator Rosete shared how there will be 

vans providing transport to employees and the livestream on YouTube would be played in 

the courthouse.  

 

B. Magistrate Judge Appointment 
 

      Chief Justice Maraman shared that Magistrate Quan’s term was up and the Judiciary and Guam 

Bar Association had opened up the position for anyone to apply. She added that the due process had 

been done with the Guam Bar Association with applications and applicants screened. At the end of 

the process, Magistrate Jonathan R. Quan was deemed the most qualified and nominated to continue 

as Magistrate Judge.  

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. Guam Bar Association Board (GBA) – President’s Report 

Ms. Janice Camacho-Perez reported to the Chief Justice and Councilmembers that the Guam Bar 

Annual Meeting which was scheduled for April 30 would need to be moved due to the effects of the 

typhoon. She added that a request to reschedule would be filed with the Supreme Court, and if 

approved, would probably be sometime in May.  
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B. Court Employees Association 

 

IFIK President Jesse Franquez stated that IFIK will also need to reschedule the Annual Race Judicata 

while the island is recovering from the typhoon. He added that a date will be announced but bake sales 

will continue every pay day Friday. He concluded saying the IFIK holiday party is set for January 9 at the 

Dusit Thani Resort.  

 

 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Staff Attorney Suzane Hinkle-Sanchez presented her request for Executive Session due to ongoing 

litigation. The Council took a recess at 1:14p.m. and then went into Executive Session at 1:15p.m. 

 

Chief Justice Maraman, Justice F. Philip Carbullido, Justice Robert J. Torres, Presiding Judge Alberto 

C. Lamorena III, Judge Maria T. Cenzon, Adminsitrator Danielle T. Rosete, Staff Attorney Suzane 

Santiago-Hinkle, and Court Reporter Shiela Sablan attended the Executive Session.  

 

Council came back into regular session around 1: 24p.m.  

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Presiding Judge Lamorena moved to adjourn until Thursday, May 

21, 2026, Judge Cenzon seconded and with no objections the meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted this 21st day of May 2026.  

 

__________________________ 

SHELTERIHNA T. ALOKOA 

Executive Secretary 

Judicial Council of Guam 

 

 

As set out above, the Minutes of the April  2026 Regular Meeting were approved by the Judicial Council 

at the April 22, 2026 Regular Meeting.  

 

 

__________________________ 

KATHERINE A. MARAMAN 

Chair    
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May 14, 2026 

To:   Chief Justice Katherine A. Maraman, Chair, Judicial Council of Guam  
 
cc:   Members of the Judicial Council of Guam  
 
From:   Danielle T. Rosete, Administrator of the Courts  
 
Subject:  Petition for Above-Step recruitment - Judicial Educator  

Re: KristiAnna S Whitman 
 
Pursuant to 4 GCA §6205, I am requesting your approval of an Above-Step Recruitment for 
KristiAnna S. Whitman as Judicial Educator based on her exceptional qualifications. 
 

Position Overview 
 

The Judicial Educator position is primarily responsible for researching, developing, implementing, 
and managing an interrelated system of educational and training opportunities designed to meet 
the professional needs of court employees.  The Judicial Educator leads the development and 
coordination of education programs that support the Judiciary’s mission of delivering justice fairly 
and efficiently through transparent, inclusive and accessible court services.  
 
The position requires knowledge of education theory and methods, with a specific focus on adult 
education, curriculum design, instruction design, course assessment and evaluation techniques and 
project management. It also requires knowledge in project management administration and 
curriculum development methods and skills in training delivery, and the ability to effectively 
communicate and collaborate across all levels of the organization. 
 
Minimum qualifications for this position include a master’s degree in education or related field, 
plus three (3) years of project and program management experience and two (2) years of full-time 
experience teaching and training adults or experience in curriculum development.  
 

Basis for Petition: Exceptional Qualifications 
 

The candidate significantly exceeds the minimum qualifications for this position and brings a rare 
combination of academic expertise, practical training experience, and subject matter knowledge 
that directly aligns with the Judiciary’s needs. 
 
She holds a doctoral degree in Counselor Education and Supervision (2013) and has over thirteen 
(13) years of public service in the Government of Guam. Her professional background includes 
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extensive experience in higher education, having taught graduate and undergraduate courses in 
human services and counseling at both the Guam Community College (GCC) and the University 
of Guam (UOG). She also served as Adjunct Faculty at nationally recognized institutions, 
including the University of Texas at San Antonio, St. Mary’s University, and Seattle University. 
 
In addition to her academic background, she has over five (5) years of program management and 
training experience with the Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center (GBHWC). In this role, 
she managed complex programs in suicide prevention and mental health promotion, each requiring 
structured and comprehensive training components. 

She is a certified trainer in multiple nationally recognized, evidence-based adult training programs, 
including: 

• Adult Mental Health First Aid  
• Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST)  
• Assessing and Managing Suicide Risk (AMSR)  
• Resilience and Thriving  

Through these programs, she has trained hundreds of adult learners from diverse professional and 
community backgrounds, demonstrating her ability to design, deliver, and evaluate effective 
training programs. 

She has also been a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) for over ten (10) years, providing her 
with valuable insight into the needs of individuals and professionals working within behavioral 
health, treatment courts, and client services environments. She is also a Certified Prevention 
Specialist (CPS), with specialized knowledge in substance misuse prevention, rehabilitation, and 
recovery in areas that directly intersect with Judiciary programs and initiatives.  

Her experience uniquely positions her to support and enhance Judiciary training initiatives. Her 
background includes collaboration with multiple government and non-government partners, 
including GBHWC, a key partner to the Judiciary. 

She has demonstrated familiarity with Judiciary programs and initiatives, including participation 
in: 

• Sequential Intercept Mapping (SIM) training conducted by Policy Research Associates  
• Pacific Judicial Council’s Emotional Intelligence (EQ) initiative  

She has also successfully integrated Emotional Intelligence (EQ) principles into training programs, 
an area of increasing importance for judicial officers and court staff. 

 

 

Doc. No. 38GL-26-2426.*



Petition for Above-Step Recruitment 
May 14, 2026  
Page 3 
 

Recommendation 

 
Based on the foregoing, the above-referenced candidate’s qualifications clearly exceed the 
minimum requirements and constitute exceptional qualifications within the meaning of 4 GCA § 
6205. Her advanced education, extensive teaching and training experience, subject matter 
expertise, and direct relevance to Judiciary programs make her uniquely qualified to serve in this 
role. 
 
In light of the above and considering the job responsibilities and requirements expected of her, I 
believe the Above Step Recruitment at Pay Grade P, Step 8, $87,304.42, on the General Pay Plan 
is fair and commensurate with her exceptional skills and abilities and consistent with statutory 
authority and in recognition of the value she brings to this position. 
 
This petition must be posted for ten days on the Judiciary of Guam website and a notice of the 
postings provided to the media pursuant to 4 GCA §§6205 and 6303.1. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Senseramente,  
 
 
 
DANIELLE T. ROSETE  
Administrator of the Courts  
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BEFORE THE 2026 JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GUAM 

RESOLUTION NO. JC26-015 

 

RELATIVE TO MEMORIALIZING THE PASSING OF THE HONORABLE JANET HEALY WEEKS,  

JUSTICE (RET.), SUPREME COURT OF GUAM  
 

WHEREAS,  joins the people of Guam and the greater legal community in mourning the passing of the Honorable Janet Healy Weeks, 

whose life and career helped shape the history of Guam’s Judiciary and left a lasting impact on our island community; and  

 

WHEREAS,  Justice Weeks devoted her life to the law, to public service, and to the people of Guam, serving with fairness, humility, and 

integrity throughout a remarkable career that spanned decades; and 

 

WHEREAS,   a native of Quincy, Massachusetts, Justice Weeks graduated from Emmanuel College in Boston in 1955 and later earned her 

law degree from Boston College School of Law in 1958. Upon graduation, she was selected for the prestigious Attorney 

General’s Honor Graduate Program and served with the United States Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.; and 

 

WHEREAS,   after years in private practice, Justice Weeks was appointed to the Superior Court of Guam in 1975, where she faithfully served 

the people of Guam for more than two decades, presiding over her docket with patience, integrity, and a deep respect for the 

law and the dignity of every person who came before the court; and 

 

WHEREAS,   Justice Weeks was a true pioneer in Guam’s legal and judicial history. She was the first woman admitted to the Guam Bar, 

the first female judge appointed to the bench on Guam, and the first female judge appointed to the bench in Micronesia. 

Through her courage and determination, she opened doors for generations of women in the legal profession and judiciary 

throughout Guam and the Pacific region; and 

 

WHEREAS,   in 1996, Justice Weeks was sworn in as an Associate Justice of the newly created Supreme Court of Guam, where she played 

an important role in helping establish and guide Guam’s highest court during its earliest years. Her thoughtful opinions and 

steady leadership helped shape the foundation of Guam jurisprudence and strengthened public trust in the Judiciary; and 

 

WHEREAS,   her service extended beyond Guam, including serving as a designated judge in the District Court of Guam and Supreme Court 

of the Federated States of Micronesia, and a Justice Pro Tem for the Supreme Court of the Republic of Palau; and 

WHEREAS,   Justice Weeks’ legacy is found not only in the opinions she authored or the titles she held, but in the lives, she influenced, the 

barriers she broke, and the example she set through a lifetime of service marked by intelligence, strength, and kindness; and 

WHEREAS,   her devotion to Guam, its people, and its judicial system helped shape the Judiciary we know today, and her contributions will 

continue to be remembered with deep gratitude and respect for generations to come; now, therefore, be it 
 

WHEREAS,       even after her retirement, Justice Weeks continued to contribute to Guam’s legal community and Judiciary; and in 

2009, during Law Week and on the 10th anniversary of her retirement, she returned to Guam to accept the Hostisia Award 

and shared her firsthand perspective through a presentation titled “Weeks at a Time,” on the practice of law on Guam, 

the development of the Guam Judiciary, and the creation of the Supreme Court of Guam.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Judiciary of Guam honors and memorializes the life, service, and enduring legacy of the 

Honorable Janet Healy Weeks and extends its deepest condolences to her family, friends, loved ones, former colleagues, and all those who 

had the privilege of knowing and working alongside her. 

 

DULY ADOPTED this 21st day of May 2026 at a duly noticed meeting of the Judicial Council of Guam.  

 

 

_____________________________________ 

KATHERINE A. MARAMAN 

Chief Justice of Guam & 

Chairwoman, Judicial Council of Guam 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

F. PHILIP CARBULLIDO 

Member 

Justice, Supreme Court of Guam 

 

 

____________________________________ 

ROBERT J. TORRES 

Member 

Justice, Supreme Court of Guam 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

ALBERTO C. LAMORENA III 

Member 

Presiding Judge, Superior Court of Guam 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

MARIA T. CENZON 

Member 

Judge, Superior Court of Guam 
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